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Today went well.
Seriously, and it was a nice change.

Becky and I ran to a ten-minute timer, and in about two hours
I got 2016 words — and I like them.

And I thought it would be fun to capture this morning’s
starting words and ending words as screen shots, and let you
see what was on them if you’re so inclined.

With the reminder that this is first draft, and that first
draft is the chaos that a writer revises into a real story.

And with a side note that I utterly ignored my planned scene
(written out in the right sidebar) in favor of something much
better that occurred to me by asking a right question eight
paragraphs down. (Not shown.)

But I love the way this story is coming together, even though
I can pretty much count on it being a book that once again
gets a small readership, and will probably not pay me for
writing it.

It is, however, a delight to write, and I get to ask one
question that kept me awake a lot of nights.

DISCLAIMER: May contain bugs, which WILL change in revision,
and for which I do not need any notice of typos or other
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errors, because first draft is not the place where you deal
with those) Noted because I see a bug in the first screenshot.

How does a multiverse work?

Screenshot One — In this image, the words on the screen are
from last Friday (so not counted).. but influenced the two-
thousand-plus words that follow. Click the image for the
bigger picture.
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Chapter 10
The Butterfly Effect, still with my entire crew

flying under false identities and false colors,

could only take me as far as as space station two

folds from [TC- target system].

From there, I would be traveling alone — with
some of Wire‘s best tech to keep me company.

We were fairly sure we knew the system where
the ReJoyn representative would contact me.

We were not sure if that would be where they R
would keep the tech they’'d built to allow pecple iﬁié:;.-ﬁl+.
in alternate realties to connect with each other. '

One good sidewinder TFN ship and they had
foolproof, infinite body disposal.

But would they need to hide their tech?

Would they need to prevent any sort of

regulatory body from finding what they'd built?

Or was the tech not going to be an issue?
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Click for the bigger picture

And Screenshot Two — in which I got an ending to this scene
that I really like. Again, click the image for the bigger
picture.
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The lie lay bare in front of me.

“Right.* I said. “We know they're murdering
people for money, and they're using a unigue
feature of a broken theory that has been kept
broken on purpose. They may or may not believe in
the multiverse, but they know that what they’re
deing is killing people in this universe, and
they‘re sure encugh that they're scamming that
they're hiding what they're doing rather than
getting really rich going public with it, the way
Tarke would with something that actually worked.”
sty “So now we figure out how you can deal with
them without ending up dead,” Storm Rat said.

Wire laughed. “That's where I come in."

And in front of me, he laid out an
extraordinary little pile of gadgets.

*1 get to pick?”™ I asked.

“¥You're taking all of them,” he said.
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