
The  Twist  REALLY  Twisted
Today  —  1146  words,  and
19,149 total
written by Holly
March 1, 2023
By Holly Lisle

Still working off my Line-for-Scene outline. There’s a lot of
room in that sucker for surprises… and today I got one handed
to me.

The hammer dropped on character who is massively important to
the book and series, and I’m now sitting here, staring, going
through my outline and thinking, yeah, that fits, it fits, I
can still use the outline, but HOLY SHIT does this raise the
stakes.

I had to make myself stop writing so I could go work on the
surprise thing, and the other stuff I’m working on. God, I
love my Ohio world, and the people in it.

•·.·´`·.·•·.·´`·.·•·.·´`·.·•·.·´`·.·•
My daily words are funded by my Ko-Fi supporters.
All supporters are thanked by name (withheld by request) in
each book’s acknowledgements.
To add your support, use the orange Support me button
on the bottom left corner of this page.
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Marketing Tuesday & Fiction +
Classes Wednesday
written by Holly
March 1, 2023
By Holly Lisle

Here’s what I did yesterday for Marketing Tuesday:

A new cover for Hunting the Corrigan’s Blood:
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A new cover for Warpaint:

And I worked on getting the books out wide. Not done yet, but
I’ll work on that more today.

TODAY…
The first thing I did was get 2187 new words on Tori and her
increasingly weird problem, which includes Mr. Yeager getting
absolutely shitfaced on a bag of fresh cookies she baked for
him and passing out on her floor.

But it also includes him telling her how her mother died. And
why.



Good fiction day.

So now I’m going to see if I can fix the front page of this
site. And then, work on the LAST lesson of How to Write a
Novel. Which is going to be open for registration all of June
at the current (NOT completed) price. It’s part of what I’m
doing for our Summer of Fiction Writing event.
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The  Wishbone  Conspiracy:
Accidentally  finished  the
novel today
written by Holly
March 1, 2023
By Holly Lisle

This is awkward.
You have plans when you’re writing a novel, you know what
you’re writing toward, you’re moving along at your planned
pace, doing your planned scenes, and you start writing a scene
you know was coming and have been looking forward to writing…

And your MUSE shows you a character you have been writing
about in emails, and writing toward in this book…

And the face you see is not the face you expected.
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Oh, boy… not even a little bit.

You read what you just wrote, and you think… “What the hell?
Where did that come from?”

And you can’t even delete it, because it’s RIGHT.

It  isn’t  what  you  planned,  but  just  as  in  life,  fiction
happens while you’re making other plans.

When your plans weren’t as good as reality, you just shut up
and keep writing.

As for how this happens…?

The good, solid, gripping surprise that blindsides you, the
writer, comes from your right brain asking questions you don’t
hear, playing around with edges and corners of your story and
your story world that your conscious mind isn’t considering,
knowing things your Inner Editor doesn’t…

And when your Right-Brain Muse commits this startling change,
your Inner Editor reads it, and instead of slapping the Muse
with well-deserved admonishment for wrecking a perfectly good
plan, it just mutters, “Damn, I wish I’d thought of that.”

And you end the first draft of your novel ten thousand words
and about a week and a half early.

For me, ending short of my planned word count is not actually
a problem.

I always run long in revision — always end up adding in scenes
to create some foreshadowing for important bits (and today’s
little revelation is going to need some of that) and tying
things together, because I want to make sure my characters
don’t drop, “Suddenly, TRAIN” on anyone’s head.

I am, in other words, not the jerk my MUSE is — the one who
just dropped “Suddenly, TRAIN” on mine.



So for at least one week, I’ll let The Wishbone Conspiracy
sit. Since I’m not on a hard deadline, I’ll probably be better
off it I let it sit for a month.

And then, when I’ve recovered from the shock of actually being
done with the first draft, and have had a chance to let all
the words get cold, I’ll print it off and revise it.

As Fridays go? So far, this one is… remarkable.
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The Wishbone Conspiracy: 2014
words, and sneaking up on my
ending
written by Holly
March 1, 2023
By Holly Lisle

Today I discovered something I did not know — that the layered
conspiracy that pulled Cady and her allies into danger did so
with way more initial planning than I’d realized.

That the horrifying crimes she uncovered and solved might have
just been a convenient way for someone to get her in front of
a much bigger and much older secret — something that has been
legally murdering people for a couple hundred years.

There are two big questions I don’t have answers for yet.

The first is: Why has it been brought to light now?
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And the second is: EXACTLY why was it hidden in the first
place?

I get a little shivery just thinking about the depth of deceit
involved in this, and about what sort of terrifying secret
might be tucked away at the back of it.

I’ll get the answer to the first question by the end of this
novel.

The second question?

That’s bigger. A lot bigger. And the thing I think every time
I look at it is… “When they find the answers, my folks had
better be ready for the consequences.”
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The Wishbone Conspiracy: 2094
words, and a bit of grimdark
at the end
written by Holly
March 1, 2023
By Holly Lisle

Started rough, ended well.

That’s been a theme lately. I love the words I got, but just
getting started getting them was an uphill run blindfolded.

Once my guys started Shooting To Thrill, and came Back in
Black, though, my fingers got moving and did not stop.
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And at that point, I had the story twist on me in a couple of
places  and  connect  with  my  own  childhood  and  personal
experience at one point (look for the mention of Achilles
tendons — I sliced my right one in two when I was seven, and
pulled the details of the experience into a fight scene in
this novel.

But this day’s writing went dark. A murderer was exposed, and
with him the details of the murders. And (very light but
suggestive) details of what the killer was doing while his
victims died.

I creeped myself out.

Just saying… The places were I have said the least, like the
Danya and the wolves scene in Diplomacy of Wolves have been
the ones where I have taken the worst beatings from readers.
In every case, it’s been because I have given no details, and
have  left  my  readers  to  fill  them  in  from  their  own
imaginations.

I suspect this is going to be another of THOSE scenes.
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Still in the exciting “first
ending” bits
written by Holly
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By Holly Lisle
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Herog decided to be difficult this morning.

I had what he was going to do all nicely planned out, and then
it didn’t go the way I’d planned at all.

Cady is now in a bad situation that’s about to get worse,
Herog is in a dreadful situation that he might not be able to
handle,  the  first  part  of  the  truth  about  the  Wishbone
Conspiracy has been revealed as a fraud and NOBODY wants to
believe their own eyes or their own senses, and while I know
things that need to happen next, I have no clue right now how
they’re going to happen.

Things have the potential to get very messy and to throw some
pain and heartbreak at people I like.

Tomorrow is going to be an interesting writing day. (Where the
definition of “Interesting” is… Oh, crap. How do I fix the
mess I made?)

Oh, yeah. And while it took me way to long to get them, I got
2054 words. And I am very happy with them — at least, if
tomorrow I can figure my way out of this mess.
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The Wishbone Conspiracy: Down
to the wire on Plot One…
written by Holly
March 1, 2023
By Holly Lisle

Today was fun. I got 2024 words, two complete scenes, and am
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now rolling out the end game for the part of the story that I
haven’t been hiding. 

I’ve hinted a couple times at the part I have been hiding —
it’s cheating if you don’t.

But by the end of this week, I should have the obvious story
neatly  wrapped  up  —  and  be  getting  into  the  complicated,
scary, “conspiracy” part of the story at full speed, and with
my usual wicked glee.

I’m so excited about Cady — and where she and her team are
heading next.
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The Wishbone Conspiracy: The
twist  that  took  me  by
surprise
written by Holly
March 1, 2023
By Holly Lisle

Had  a  hard  time  getting  going  today,  but  something  Becky
mentioned in one of our recent podcasts (with derision and
loathing) turned out to be a step that helped…

Her comment? A reminder that at one time I’d written to an
eternally looped version of Classical Gas played by Mason
Williams. That was back in the days when I was on publisher
deadlines, we were eternally broke, and I was writing ten to
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twelve hours at a stint.

Today  I  was  having  a  hard  time  hitting  flow,  so  I  dug
Classical Gas out of mothballs, put it back on in Infinite
Loop mode…

And just like that, the words flew.

My Muse knows that Classical Gas means, “You’re going to sit
here until you get the damned words—“ and it has gotten much
better about getting the damned words. <insert happy grin
here>

And I don’t have to do ten thousand a day, which makes the
right-brain Muse much happier. So.

Got 2177, which puts me at 50,420 words total…

Which means that I only have 19,580 words left to finish the
novel.

I could run longer on the book, of course. I often do.

But the story is coming together the way I want it to, it’s
hitting the things I need to hit in the places where I need to
hit them, and the totally unexpected twist that landed at the
end of today’s words won’t add length to the story. Depth,
definitely. And a bit of unexpected extra conflict.

Was a good, good writing Friday. �
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The Wishbone Conspiracy: Cady
comes up with a terrible idea
— 2101 words
written by Holly
March 1, 2023
By Holly Lisle

Today  went  well,  and  when  I  say  that,  I  say  it  with  a
positively evil laugh.

The little secret I’ve hinted at in the Settled Space series
emails is now open knowledge to Cady and her team. Well, the
fact that Cady has a problem is now open knowledge. 

The person behind the problem remains well hidden.

So Cady and her folks are faced with the OTHER problem, the
immediate one, where the guy who’s massacring tons of folks —
and getting away with it — is going to keep getting away with
in unless they figure out a way to stop him.

And Cady has come up with a dreadful idea that is the only
idea that might work for solving the mass murderer problem. 

I’ll note, however, that it is a very, very bad idea.

So I’ve just realized it’s about time to bring Herog back into
the picture.

Today…?

GOOD story day. 
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And I’m back to fiction, and
Wishbone… Kind of…
written by Holly
March 1, 2023
By Holly Lisle

Got 1883 words of the 2000 I’d planned for the day. Had,
however, a brutal time getting anything done at all.

Have been fasting since Sunday, (just water and coffee and a
bit of salt), and today my focus was just gone. So I broke my
fast with some pecans and cheese.

Tomorrow will be a better writing day.

Did love what I got on The Wishbone Conspiracy, though.

The scene is coming together beautifully, and with a hint of
external, hidden evil that’s creeping into a discussion about
a monster Cady and her team just shut down.

And I did get one solid idea about the main character down in
my Ohio Series notebook. The Ohio Series is just a conceptual
working title, by the way, and NOT what the series will come
out under.

Setting up now to start on Lesson 32 of How to Write a Novel.

So outta here until tomorrow. �
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