Accused and Judged, But Not
Guilty
written by Holly
June 11, 2008
By Holly Lisle

This was first posted as a comment to the Obama
discussion below, but is important enough that I
decided it needed to be given its own post.
Having been accused of something I have not done,
I want to move this front and center.
Let me quickly address, by the way, the accusation by
people—including the book destroyer—that I have been spreading
misinformation. The quote from the article that caught my
attention and sent chills down my spine was:
A crack team of cybernauts will form a rapid response
internet “war room” to track and respond aggressively to
online rumours that Barack Obama is unpatriotic and a Muslim.
Does that not bother you? If it doesn’t, then please define
for me exactly what would constitute a rumor of “being
unpatriotic”.
He’s not a Muslim, and not being mistaken for a Muslim is
important to both him and to his campaign. Fine. Never thought
he was, nor would his religious affiliation have been a
defining choice in my decision to vote for or against him.
Being a Muslim is a clear and simple fact, easy to prove. The
rumor may be difficult to dispel, but it won’t be impossible.
But “unpatriotic”? Who defines that? Who defines what is a
negative statement, and what is or is not a rumor of being
unpatriotic?

“Unpatriotic” can mean anything the candidate doesn’t like. It
is not, as Shakespeare would have said, “an ever-fix’d mark,
That looks on tempests and is never shaken…”
It is, instead, a wide-open field perfect for what the
military would define as “mission creep.”
And THAT is where I drew my line.
You don’t like my opinion, I’m okay with that. Everybody
disagrees with everybody sooner or later.
But those of you who have so gleefully piled on in accusing me
of spreading misinformation may now give me a clear and
precise definition of what a rumor of being unpatriotic would
be, and where its boundaries lie, and then you tell me exactly
how I have spread misinformation.
Or you may apologize.
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