A Story In Pictures
By Holly Lisle
Today is my day off. Back-to-back-to-back 70+ hour weeks
getting the HTTS Walkthrough ready, working with Margaret on
the NovelWritingSchool.com setup…
I was pretty ragged.
But I woke up late today, and knew where the next part of my
ghost story had to go.
And I got 1832 words, and a complete scene plus change, and
revamped the last bit of my outline, tossing one plot card and
rewriting the other two.
The story is about an artist-turned-photographer in love with
a singer-songwriter who got her first big break, then
disappeared three years ago, while on tour.
The way the concept for the story came to me was in a series
of sketches and photographs that appeared in my mind’s eye.
They didn’t seem to have anything to do with each other.
A young woman on a picnic blanket.
A young woman on a record cover, back to the viewer and
guitar in hand.
A girl crying in the rain.
A girl on a bus.

I tossed the crying-in-the-rain image today, when I figured
out that a strip of those photo-booth pictures you get in
malls would work better.
And the story is fascinating me in the manner that it comes
together. My main character, the hero, picks up a picture on

the back of which the heroine has scrawled a note, steps back
in time to when the picture happened, and then steps forward
in time to the present moment, and the clue his lost love has
left him. (No actual time travel is involved—I just do his
memories as if they were happening at that moment.)
I haven’t tried this method of presenting a story before, and
while I love the way it’s coming together, I may be in for a
hefty revision when I go back and read through it once I
finish it.
I’m three scenes from done, though—wordcount-wise, more than
halfway home. I have 4531 total, the agreement calls for 6500
or more, and I suspect I’m going to run pretty close to 8000.
That’s me.
What about you?
By the way, if you’re playing Write A Book With Me, you’ll see
that the game has its own dropdown link in the top menu now. I
figure this will make it easier for everyone to find the most
recent post.
Contents © Holly Lisle. https://hollylisle.com All Rights
Reserved

